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THE POSTCODE ADDRESS FILE ADVISORY BOARD (PAB)

Minutes of meeting held at 13:00 on 30" April 2020
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None

By Video Conference
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1. Matters Arising

In light of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, and in line with existing Government guide-
lines to cancel all non-essential travel, the full PAB meeting scheduled for 30" April 2020
was cancelled.

Ongoing actions continue and will be updated and discussed at the next PAB meeting,
currently scheduled for 25" June 2020.

The PAB were able to conduct one item via video conferencing, namely a discussion on
‘Smart Cities’, which was the subject of an outstanding PAB action.

2. Smart Cities

Miranda Sharp from the Ordnance Survey (OS) shared.a presentation on the ongoing
development of ‘Smart Cities’. The key points covered were:

¢ Smart Cities would provide greater added value if the quality and use of data is
high, not just by using the highest specification of technology.

¢ Enhanced mapping could showcase the value of georeferenced addresses

o A potential benefit from a national data sharing database containing information
relating to the location of services and utilities, ideally in an ‘open data’ set for-
mat.

o If Smart Cities mean 100% digital cities then there could be a risk that citizens
only exist digitally, which could potentially have legal implications?

¢ A need to ensure that addresses/ postcodes develop as essential building blocks
for future addresses in a Smart City context

¢ Mapping dynamic data becoming more prevalent than traditional static data.

¢ With the move to dynamic data mapping, the need to ensure data is up to date
becomes more critical.

¢ Increased 3D mapping adds significant complexity to mapping models and sys-
tems.

¢ Enhanced data may identify good uses but also creates a requirement on re-
sources to ensure mapping is thorough and effective.

e As digital smart city data evolves, it needs to ensure there is clear focus on
providing solutions to needs and not. generating data for data’s sake where it
adds little or no value to existing or predicated future needs).

The PAB thanked Miranda for a highly informative and thought-provoking discussion and
wished her well in her future career, as Miranda was leaving her current role with the OS
in the coming days.



3. Next meeting

13:00 on 25" June 2020. To be held by video & audio conference.



